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Time
well

T

Spent

his year has gone by in a flash! Much like a father marvels
at how quickly his children grow up and are gone from his
household, I marvel at how quickly four years go by for
each graduating class. It seems like only yesterday that our current
seniors arrived on campus for their “Getting Started Weekend” as
incoming freshmen.
University administrators, faculty, and staff are very conscious
of the fact that we have only a short time to affect the minds,
hearts, and lives of our students. We know that our window of
opportunity to “provide an education consistent with biblical
truth” closes much too quickly.
The same truth applies to families. Parents have only a short
time to raise their children (and children have only a short time to
learn from their parents!). If you are the parent of young children
and feel that your time with them is not so limited, talk to any
parent whose children are now adults. They
will tell you that the time from their child’s
infancy to adulthood passed much too
quickly.
This issue of our newly redesigned Torch
is dedicated to helping parents make the most
of the limited time they have with their
children. “Rediscovering God’s Plan for the
Family” is our theme for this academic
year and it is the theme of this issue.
Take the time to read the articles
contained herein and—most
importantly—take the time to share
honestly and deeply with your kids.
I promise it will be time well spent.

Never been saved?
Follow the Romans Road to
salvation!
Romans 3:10-11
As it is written: “There is no one
righteous, not even one; there is no one
who understands, no one who seeks God.”
Romans 3:23
For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.
Romans 5:8
But God demonstrates his own love for us
in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
Romans 10:9-13
That if you confess with your mouth,
“Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved. For it is with your heart
that you believe and are justified, and it is
with your mouth that you confess and are
saved. As the Scripture says, “Anyone
who trusts in him will never be put to
shame.” For there is no difference between
Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord
of all and richly blesses all who call on
him, for, “Everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved.”
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Pictured on our cover are the
beautiful archways of Arches
National Park near Moab,
Utah. Read more about Arches
and other natural wonders on
page 8.
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Rediscovering the
Plan for God’s Family

by Dr. Barbara Loach

s a professor, I am always interested
in meeting the parents of my
students when they come for a
visit. Perhaps “intrigued” would
be a better word because I’m
always curious to see which parent the
student resembles more. Most times the
physical similarities are readily apparent,
and sometimes they are remarkable!
At times, certain mannerisms, personal
characteristics, and even family values
reveal their source as I have time to
observe parents interacting with their
offspring.

A
4
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Obviously this illustration has a spiritual
application. As children of our heavenly Father, we
should be concerned about how strongly the “family
resemblance” is displayed in our lives. But sometimes
we have only a vague notion of what that resemblance
entails. We know, for example, that “God is love,” so
of course we should love as well. But what other family
traits should form a part of our identity as God’s own
children?
In the Gospels, a common theme that recurs is
Jesus’ relationship with His Father. What can we learn
from the relationship modeled between Jesus and His
Father that can help us grow in resemblance to our
heavenly Father? Obviously, many of the claims made
by Jesus refer to His deity, equality, and oneness with
the Father. But there are other assertions made by Jesus
that are meant for us to follow. Of those assertions,
this article will focus on four principles which describe
how we should conduct ourselves as God’s children.
Each principle is a challenge to live a life that sets us
apart from the rest of the world.

Relationship Implies
O b e d i e n c e
In Matthew 12 (see also Mark
3:31-35 and Luke 8:19-21), we
have an illustration of the first
principle. In verses 46-50, Jesus is
talking to a crowd while His
mother and brothers are standing
outside waiting to talk to Him.
When someone points this out,
Jesus responds by saying, “Who is
my mother, and who are my
brothers?” He then points to His
disciples and says, “Here are my
mother and my brothers.
For whoever does the will of my
Father in heaven is my brother and
sister and mother.” Jesus isn’t
denying the relationship He has
with His earthly family, but is
taking advantage of the situation to
help people understand what it
means to be a part of God’s family.
The passage in Luke is even clearer
because it adds another remark
made by Jesus: “My mother and
brothers are those who hear God’s
Word and put it into practice”
(emphasis added). As one of Jesus’
disciples, James, would later write,
“Do not merely listen to the word,
and so deceive yourselves. Do what
it says” (James 1:22). We cannot
honestly call ourselves God’s
children if we only listen to the
Word occasionally and never put it
into practice in our lives.

Relationship Implies
Righteousness
In the next passage, Matthew 13,
Jesus tells a series of parables,
including the parable of the wheat
and the weeds. In this parable, the
good seed (children of God) and
the weeds (children of the devil)
grow together in the same field
until harvesttime. At that time the
weeds are pulled out and burned;
but of the good seed, Jesus says,

“Then the righteous will shine like
the sun in the kingdom of their
Father” (verse 43). According to the
parable, both the landowner and
the servants can distinguish
between the wheat and the weeds,
but allow them to grow together
until the time and the plants are
ripe. As we live in this world,
anyone should be able to
distinguish us from the children of
the evil one by the lives we live.
The idea of shining like the sun is
found in other verses such as
Proverbs 4:18, “The path of the
righteous is like the first gleam of
dawn, shining ever brighter till the

full light of day,” and Ephesians
5:8b-9, “Live as children of light
(for the fruit of the light consists in
all goodness, righteousness, and
truth).” If we choose to
compromise our standards or if
we’re drawn to imitate the world
and its values, that light becomes
dim. Or, returning to the parable of
the plants, our lives become as
useless as weeds. Righteous, holy
living becomes children of the
heavenly Father.

Relationship Implies
Reconciliation
In Matthew 6:14-15 (see also
Matthew 18:35 and Mark 11:2526), the family characteristic
presented describes our relationship
with our “siblings”—the need to
forgive others, to release them from
their debts against us. The passages
mentioned are forceful in their
insistence that we must forgive
others, especially if we expect God
to hear us when we pray. We have
no right to hold something against
one of our brothers in light of the
tremendous debt God has forgiven
us through Christ. Family unity is
clearly the characteristic that sets us
apart from the world: Jesus declares
Spring 2001 / TORCH
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develop the maturity to readily
exercise mercy towards others,
having compassion on those around
us who are in need, and taking steps
to meet both the immediate and
eternal needs they might have,
rather than turning away in apathy
or rejection.

How’s Your Family
Resemblance?
in John 13:35, “By this all men will
know that you are my disciples, if
you love one another.” How can we
expect to reconcile others to God if
we are not willing to be reconciled
to one another?

Sometimes, upon seeing his or her
child achieve some goal or display
some positive quality, a parent will

make the remark, “That’s my boy!”
or “That’s my girl!” At those times,
the family resemblance becomes a
special source of pride and pleasure
for the parent. In the same way, we
as God’s children can make a
conscious choice each day to reflect
clearly the family resemblance by
our conduct and our words.
By God’s grace we can be growing
toward that goal of perfection, the
maturity and completeness of
reflecting the Father’s likeness in
our lives. T

Relationship Implies
Compassion
As Jesus addresses His disciples and
the crowds in the Sermon on the
Mount, He summarizes in one
phrase the plan God has for His
family: “Be perfect, therefore, as
your heavenly Father is perfect”
(Matt. 5:48). Sounds like a tall
order! According to Vine’s
Dictionary, the word “perfect” as it
describes God refers to His goodness
without reference to development or
maturity; but as it describes people,
it implies people who are fully
grown, mature, or complete.
God’s desire for His children is that
they would mature to become more
like Him. Interestingly, that same
verse in Luke 6:36 is expressed as
“Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful.” The idea of being
merciful involves feeling pity
towards someone in distress and
acting on that person’s behalf, taking
steps to remedy that distress—
obviously, that is exactly what God
did for us in sending His Son to die
for us. The challenge for us is to

6
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D

r. Barbara Loach, professor of Spanish,
has been at Cedarville University since
1978. She earned her bachelor’s degree at
Cedarville, her master’s degrees at Bowling
Green State University and Wright State
University, and her doctorate at The Ohio
State University. When she’s not teaching
about Hispanic literature and culture,
she enjoys writing, working on projects
around the house, gardening, and
traveling. She is also active in her
church, where she teaches the
toddlers’ Sunday school class, and in
local community outreach
programs which
teach English to
immigrants.

Treasury Issues New Rules for Minimum IRA Distributions
The Treasury Department recently issued new rules reducing the minimum IRA distribution
beginning at age 70 1/2. The change also eliminates the penalty for naming a charity as
beneficiary or co-beneficiary of your retirement account.

J

oe enjoyed coaching basketball for more than 35 years.
He had always trusted the Lord to provide for his needs,
and he strived to be a good steward of his financial resources.
He faithfully paid his bills, supported his church, provided for
his children’s education, and planned for his eventual
retirement.
In the early 1980s, Joe started contributing to an IRA,
which grew significantly. Considering his pension, social
security benefits, and other investments, Joe was pleased to
find that he could retain his comfortable lifestyle without
needing distributions from his IRA. Therefore, when he
retired at age 63, he decided to defer distributions from his
IRA, allowing the fund to grow until he needed the extra
income.
Approaching age 70, Joe was enjoying a comfortable
retirement. One day, he received a call from Mark, his CPA.
Mark informed Joe that although Joe did not need the extra
income, the IRS would require him to start taking IRA
distributions at age 70 1/2. Furthermore, Mark was concerned
that the unwanted income would place Joe in a higher income
tax bracket. They scheduled a meeting to discuss his options.
Fortunately, since their conversation, the IRS announced
new, simpler rules governing the required distributions from
IRAs, 401(k), TIAA-CREF, pension, and other such taxdeferred retirement plans effective for the 2001 year.
Prior to the rule changes, the IRS expected Joe to exhaust his IRA before he passed away.
Mark calculated Joe’s minimum distributions based on his life expectancy, according to approved
IRS tables. The IRS has updated these tables and now assumes a longer life expectancy for
individuals. Mark recalculated Joe’s required minimum distributions according to the new tables and
found that they will be significantly less, allowing him to remain in the same income tax bracket.
He will also maintain greater assets in his IRA, allowing for greater future growth.
Mark advised Joe that these new regulations may also enhance his estate plans. Joe plans to pass
the majority of his estate to his family. He also desires to establish an athletic scholarship at
Cedarville University, his son’s alma mater. Knowing that his family may be subjected to double
taxation (income taxes and estate taxes) if he named them as beneficiary of the IRA, Joe asked
whether he could name Cedarville University as co-beneficiary of the IRA. Previously, Mark would
have hesitated to pursue this option because it would have increased Joe’s
required minimum distributions. However, the new rules allow Joe to name
Cedarville as beneficiary or co-beneficiary of his IRA without penalty. Mark
recommends this option because it will accomplish Joe’s goal of establishing
a scholarship at Cedarville and will help his family avoid unnecessary taxes.
For more information about how you may enhance your estate
plans through Cedarville University, contact the office of gift
planning at 1-800-766-1115 or e-mail Dave Bartlett at
bartletd@cedarville.edu.
Dave Bartlett
Director of Gift Planning

Spring 2001 / TORCH
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Editor’s Note: After hearing friends and relatives tell of the beauty of the American West, Dr. Robert Chasnov and his family determined to
experience the marvel of God’s creation firsthand. Last summer, Bob, wife Sue, and children Rebecca (17), Katie (15), Nora (12), and
Ben (10) rented an RV and took off across the continent, integrating the Bible into their family’s encounters and observations. This record of
their travels illustrates an encouraging and fun way for families to spend a biblically-focused vacation together.

A Family
Vacation
to See
A
Family
Vacation
to
See
God’s Marvelous Creation
God’s Marvelous Creation

Photos by
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Sue Chasnov

Bob: After two long days of
driving through Indiana,
Illinois, Missouri, and Kansas,
we reached the incredible
Rocky Mountains. This was
only the beginning of a trip
filled with the amazing sights
of God’s creation.
The next day, we traveled
to Arches National Park near
Moab, Utah, where we spent
11/2 days hiking to and through
beautiful archways and
windows formed by the
pounding of the hot winds
upon the sandstone. The paths
were laid with fine sand, and
we were reminded of the
Wilderness of Moab
(Deut. 2:8) out of which
would come the beautiful Ruth
who would be the greatgrandmother of King David
(Ruth 4:21, 22).
Arches served as a great
visual aid for our family’s
devotional time. The story of
Ruth coming out of Moab
reminded us of the grace of
God and the beauty He can
bring out of anything. Seeing
the dryness of the Arches
desert area gave us a picture of
how desolate the Wilderness of
Moab must have been and
therefore how great God’s grace
was in bringing something so
beautiful out of something so
desolate.
Our devotionals continued
regularly as our family prepared
for bed after each exhausting
day of so many sights and
wonders. Our format was
diverse, but generally I would
search for a Bible passage
which related well to what we
had seen that day. The goal was
to help the kids connect all

they had seen with Bible stories
and truths they had already
learned—to “fix” the visual in
their minds. I wanted to
reinforce to them that God’s
creation is incredible and was
given to us as a gift.
From Arches we traveled
south to Bryce Canyon, Utah,
where we gazed upon pillars of
sandstone. Besides thoughts of
Lot’s wife turning to a pillar of
salt (Genesis 19:26), we saw
the results of flood waters
leaving their solid remains as
described in Psalm 75:2, 3:

When I select an
appointed time,
it is I who judge
with equity.
The earth and all
who dwell in it
melt;
It is I who have
firmly set its
pillars.

Opposite page:
Bryce Canyon, Utah,
stretched out before
the Chasnovs.
Middle row, top to
bottom: Seeing the
cattle on the rolling
hills of Kansas broke
the monotony of the
long drive. ...
The Chasnovs were
awestruck by their
first view of the
majestic Rocky
Mountains. ...
The Chasnovs called
this RV “home”
during their monthlong trip. ...
While in Arches
National Park, Utah,
the family hiked from
Sand Dune Arch to
Broken Arch. ...
Cove of Caves was
another enjoyable
part of Arches
National Park.
Top right: Though
stable, Broken Arch
was formed when
wind erosion and the
freezing of water into
the rock’s cracks
caused chunks of rock
to fall loose.

Spring 2001 / TORCH
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A Family Vacation to See God’s Marvelous Creation
At Zion National
Park in Utah, majestic
mountains rise
towards heaven and
tower over gently
flowing streams.
Below: The “March
to Zion” stopped for a
moment at Zion’s
entrance so that Bob,
Katie, Ben, Nora, and
Becky could pose
for Sue.

Great is the LORD
and greatly to be
praised, in the
city of our God,
His holy
mountain.
Beautiful in
elevation, the joy
of the whole
earth, is Mount
Zion in the far
north, the city of
the great King.
... Walk about
Zion, and go
around her:
Count her towers;
consider her
ramparts;
go through her
palaces;
that you may tell
it to the next
generation.

A short ride south took us
to the overwhelming site of the
mountains comprising Zion
National Park, also in Utah.
Katie: We went to Zion on a
Sunday, so it was really like we
were “Marching to Zion.”
Bob: That evening as we
plunged into bed for a needed
night’s rest we read Psalm 48,
especially noting verses 1, 2,
12, 13:

10
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Following a refreshing
night’s sleep, we drove down to
the North Rim of the Grand
Canyon in northern Arizona.
Seeing the Grand Canyon for
the first time from the North
Rim was beautiful and
breathtaking. The great
expanse of the canyon
reminded us of how immense
God’s love is towards us as Paul
exclaims in Rom. 8:38, 39:

For I am
persuaded, that
neither death, nor
life, nor angels,
nor principalities,
nor powers, nor
things present,
nor things to
come, nor height,
nor depth, nor
any other
creature, shall be
able to separate
us from the love
of God which is in
Christ Jesus our
Lord.

The next day we
drove down to the
South Rim of the
Grand Canyon and
closed the day with a
beautiful sunset from
Yaki Point, a great
location to see the
setting sun light up
the canyon. The
following six days of
our journey were
spent with family—
three days in Phoenix
and three days near
Los Angeles. Then we
began our journey
home.
Our trek took us
directly through Las
Vegas. A number of
folks who have been
to “Sin City” encouraged us to
spend a little time there and
take in the “family”
entertainment. They said the
entertainment is free and the
food is cheap. We decided to
spend one night in Las Vegas
and see what it was all about.
Well, the folks were right—the
food was inexpensive and the
entertainment was free (we saw
an excellent circus act by a
group of Russian performers).
But I was depressed by
bedtime, having felt the
oppression of the evil in that
place. Almost every building
one entered had the casino as
the focus of attention—it was
unavoidable. Though only
adults were permitted to
gamble, children were
subjected to the atmosphere
upon entering the ground floor
of a hotel or restaurant.
Alcoholic beverages were
offered either free or at very

While having lunch
at Sunrise Point in
Bryce Canyon
National Park, the
Chasnovs spotted
this mule deer
munching her own
lunch.
Middle of page:
Bob, Ben, Nora,
Katie, and Becky
took a break for
photos while hiking
Transept Trail at
the North Rim of
the Grand Canyon.

low cost, making for a very
ungodly atmosphere. I then
knew how David must have felt
as he penned Psalm 18:4, 5:

The cords of death
encompassed me,
and the torrents
of ungodliness
terrified me.
The cords of Sheol
surrounded me;
The snares of
death confronted
me.
Although by staying in an RV
park with a circus-like theme
we were somewhat sheltered
from mainstream Las Vegas
culture, there was still much to
be learned. The goal of that
night’s devotional was to show
what the world tries to do to or
to get from innocent people.
I felt like Solomon talking to
Spring 2001 / TORCH
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Get a Taste of Cedarville

A Family Vacation ...

and enjoy a day at Kings Island
(the Midwest’s premiere theme and
water park)!
Junior and senior high school
students can learn about Cedarville
University while making friends and
having a great time at the annual
Summer Previews! Choose to attend
one of the following weekends:
July 5-7
July 19-21
July 26-28
August 2-4
Just $45 per person
covers everything, including
your Kings Island ticket, all
activities at Cedarville, a pizza
party, a Summer Preview T-shirt,
breakfast on Friday and Saturday
mornings, and two nights in the
residence halls. (2001 general
admission to Kings Island is $39.99!)
To request your registration packet,
call 1-877-CEDARVILLE (233-2784)
or visit our Web site at
www.cedarville.edu/dept/er/summerpreview.

Make your reservation by
June 15, 2001 .

his son about avoiding the
“strange woman.” The flair and
flash of financial ease and
gambling called out to the
traveler at every turn;
I encouraged my children to
turn away from such things.

Hear the Multi-Ethnic/
Cross-Cultural Ministry
Conference
The PATH (the CDR Radio Network)
provided coverage of the Fifth
National Multi-Ethnic/Cross-Cultural
Ministry Conference, held May 1-4 in
the Seattle, Wash. area. If you missed
this important conference, be listening
to the CDR Radio Network the first
two weeks of September to hear
rebroadcasts of the keynote sessions,
featuring Rev. Alex Montoya,
Rev. Kenneth Hutcherson, Rev. Huron
Claus, Dr. Tony Evans, Dr. Charles
Ware, Mr. Ken Ham, Mr. Tom
Mahairas, and Dr. Stephen Newby.
The broadcasts will take place daily at
11 a.m. and 8 p.m. (EST).
The CDR Radio Network is a ministry
of Cedarville University, broadcasting
over nine affiliates in Ohio, Indiana,
and Kentucky. For additional radio
frequencies in southern Ohio,
call 1-800-333-0601 or visit
www.cdrradio.com. If you live outside
the listening area, tune in on the
Internet at www.cdrradio.com.
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Sue: I still get a depressed
feeling thinking about Las
Vegas. All the lights there don’t
overcome the spiritual
darkness.
Rebecca (Becky): I liked the
circus and the shopping sales,
but, yes, the city was sad and
depressing.

Bob: One very long drive later,
our family was stationed in
Montana just west of the
marvelous Yellowstone National
Park of Wyoming. We spent
one long day driving the Upper
Loop, which included seeing
the Echinus Geyser erupt,
hiking around the Mammoth
Hot Springs, and seeing Tower
Falls, the Grand Canyon of
Yellowstone, and gorgeous
views of both Upper and Lower
Falls. The second full day was
spent hiking the Lower and
Upper Geyser Basins, which
included the pretty colors of the
Fountain Paint Pots (bubbling
ooze that looked like boiling
paint). Though Old Faithful is
probably the best-known geyser

at Yellowstone, we saw many
others erupt—White Dome,
Plume, Anemone, Castle,
Grotto, Daisy, and Sue’s
favorite—Sawmill Geyser.
The activity of the two long days
at Yellowstone prompted a
reading (somewhat out of
context) from Genesis 7:11:

In the six
hundredth year of
Noah’s life, in the
second month,
on the seventeenth
day of the month,
on the same day all
the fountains of
the great deep
burst open ...
Driving south out of
Yellowstone brought us to
Wyoming’s Grand Teton
National Park near the town of
Jackson. The view of the
mountain range across Jackson
Lake was inspiring.
The enormous scope and size of
the Tetons brought a sobriety to
our devotions. Just as God has
created this beauty for us to
enjoy, He will someday bring it
all down.

Opposite page,
top: Ben, Katie,
Nora, Becky, and Bob
paused from hiking
between the Lower
and Upper Falls in
Yellowstone National
Park.
Opposite page,
middle: Echinus
Geyser at Yellowstone
erupts in magnificent
fury.
Opposite page,
bottom: The
Chasnovs caught a
lone male elk grazing
in Yellowstone
National Park.
Top: Grotto Geyser, a
cone-shaped geyser,
splashes water up to
10 feet high for up to
10 hours when it
erupts.
Middle: Katie waited
for just the right
moment to pass
Sawmill Geyser.
This was Sue’s
favorite geyser
because Sawmill
erupts often and with
unpredictable
consequences for
those passing by.
Bottom:
The beautiful blue
water of Jackson
Lake in Wyoming
forms a stark contrast
with the snowcovered Grand
Tetons.

It is God who
removes the
mountains, they
know not how,
When He overturns
them in His anger.
Who shakes the
earth out of its
place, and its
pillars tremble
(Job 9:5, 6).
Spring 2001 / TORCH
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A Family Vacation to See God’s Marvelous Creation
Top: Mt. Rushmore,
located in the Black
Hills of South Dakota,
stands as a tribute to
four of our nation’s
greatest leaders.
Middle: Limeconcentrated waters
receded from Jewel
Cave many years ago,
depositing colorful
formations on the
walls.
Bottom: This model
reveals what the Chief
Crazy Horse
monument will look
like when completed
on the mountain seen
in the background.

And every island
fled away, and the
mountains were
not found
(Rev. 16:20).
Our last major trek would
be to the Black Hills of South
Dakota. We visited
Mt. Rushmore, Jewel Cave,
and the incomplete, colossal
carving of Chief Crazy Horse.
Actual progress on the carving
has been slow; only the face of
the warrior has been
completed, with plans to carve
his upper torso sitting atop a
horse. The devotions for that
evening referred back to a time
when men were carving images
of both man and beast to
worship (Deut. 4:15-17):

So watch
yourselves
carefully, since
you did not see
any form on the
day the LORD
spoke to you at
Horeb from the
midst of the fire,
lest you act
corruptly and
make a graven
image for
yourselves in the
form of any
figure, the
likeness of male
or female, the
likeness of any
animal that is on
the earth ...

14
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Katie: At the time, I saw the
Crazy Horse sculpture as a
memorial and not as something
that was being worshiped.
Becky: I didn’t think that the
sculpture was being made to be
worshiped either, but Dad
explained that people were
worshiping it through their
time and energy. On the
surface, the monument is neat
to see and beautiful, but if you
go deeper, you see that it is
being worshiped.
We saw a video there that
said spirits rested in the
monument. We looked at the
monument as something to
help us understand Native
American culture, but to those
who think there are spirits in it,
it might be viewed as sacred.
Bob: Our trip home took us
eastward across South Dakota,
past Nebraska, through Illinois,
and home to Cedarville, Ohio.
What great memories we have
of this trip! I don’t think any of
us will ever forget it.

A buffalo and her
young calf walked
along the highway
leading into
Yellowstone National
Park.

I could feel His presence—
more than ever before.
I think that’s why He made
it so beautiful—so we
could walk through it and
enjoy it.
Katie: This trip definitely
brought me closer to God
and helped me learn more
about Him.
Ben: I liked it all,
especially the buffalo.
Everything we saw was
neat in that it took God
hardly any time at all to
create it.
Sue: There’s so much we saw
and so much we didn’t see.
There’s so much to God that
we can’t understand. If the
West is so amazing to us, and
heaven is so much better,
I can’t imagine what heaven
will be like.
Bob: God is so good and was
so gracious to our family over
this long journey (Deut. 7:9):

Know therefore that the
LORD your God, He is
God, the faithful God,
who keeps His covenant
and His lovingkindness
to a thousandth
generation with those
who love Him and keep
His commandments.
May you and your family
experience God’s presence and
blessings in all your travels. T

Nora: I had fun. I’d do it again!
Ben: ...maybe with a bigger RV.
Becky: The trip gave me the
feeling that I want to see more.
Everything we saw is under
God’s hand. He knows every
single thing. Being that close to
nature and God’s work brought
me peace and made me feel
close to God.
Nora: I was impressed by the
walks through nature. Just
walking through His creation,

D

r. Robert Chasnov serves as
associate professor of
engineering at Cedarville
University. Part of the Cedarville
family since 1991, he earned
his degrees from Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute and the
University of Illinois. As a
registered professional engineer,
he enjoys consulting in
engineering areas where
materials fail to live up to
expectations.
Dr. Chasnov is a deacon and
AWANA leader at his church
and serves the Cedarville
community as referee
coordinator for SAY soccer.
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Missions
Conference
Brings Great
Response
H
undreds of Cedarville University
students made personal decisions for
Campaign Completed!
Thanks to generous giving by trustees, alumni, foundations, corporations, and many
other friends of Cedarville University, the Student Life Center Capital Campaign was
completed on schedule on December 31, 2000. The $21 million campaign sought to
advance the value of the Cedarville experience for current and future students
through the construction of a Student Life Center, now named the Stevens Student
Center (above). The 150,000 square-foot building was completed in the autumn of
2000 and enhances the academic and social experiences of students through a new
dining hall, snack shop, post office, bookstore, state-of-the-art theater, student
lounges, and student support offices. Cedarville University wishes to thank all who
helped make the Stevens Student Center a reality!

Forensics Teams Win State and
National Titles
C
edarville University’s forensics team won
the Individual Events championship at the

recent National Christian College Forensic
Invitational held at Azusa Pacific University in
Azusa, Calif. In addition to winning this
championship, the Cedarville squad posted
two overall championships: Tim Cochrell
(left), a junior from Burbank, Ohio, was named
National Varsity Champion, and Mark Awabdy
(right), a freshman from Cedarville, Ohio, was
named National Novice Champion.
In addition, the University novice forensics
team recently earned top honors in the Ohio
Forensics Association’s Novice State Championship at Miami University in Oxford,
Ohio. The Cedarville team outdistanced squads from Ohio University, which placed
second, and The Ohio State University, which finished third.
The Cedarville lineup included Awabdy; Jeremy Bouma of Hudsonville, Mich.;
Jon Culver of Clarks Summit, Pa.; Kristyn Gledhill of Lansing, Kan.; Janna Graham of
Jordan, Minn.; Melissa Neufeld of Southfield, Mich.; Natalie Newfield of Bakersfield,
Calif.; and Keith Peters of Lincoln, Neb.
Matt Moore, Cedarville’s director of forensics, said, “This is one of the finest
novice teams in recent years at Cedarville University. All of the competitors are
tremendously diligent and dedicated to being their best. Their first place finish is
reflective of their hard work and talent.”
Competitors in forensics develop communication skills by competing in public
address, oral interpretation, and other speech communication events. Competitors in
the novice division are in their first year of forensics competition.
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ministry at the University’s 2001
Missions Conference, held March 26-30.
The theme of the conference was
“Growing a Great Commission Family,”
an outgrowth of the University’s
academic-year theme of “Rediscovering
God’s Plan for the Family” and a
reminder of Christ’s commission to His
followers at His ascension.
An international slate of speakers
challenged the University family.
Dr. Charles Ware, president of
Crossroads Bible College, Indianapolis,
Ind., served as keynote speaker, and
Dr. Patrick Cates, president of Christar
(formerly International Missions, Inc.),
gave the opening address. Other
speakers included William Bolthouse,
M.D., a surgeon in Macedonia; and
Harry Gebert, M.D., and Jan Gebert,
M.D., who formerly operated a health
center in West Africa. Thomas Hale Jr.,
M.D., and Cynthia B. Hale, M.D., who
served as medical missionaries to Nepal,
and David Topazian, D.D.S., a
missionary with The Evangelical Alliance
Mission (TEAM) and current president of
MedSend, also made presentations.
In addition, 90 missionaries, representing
dozens of international ministries,
exhibited displays and interacted with
students throughout the conference.
In the photo below, Dr. Ware
interacts with a student following his
address.

Debate Team Earns National Title
The Cedarville University Debate Team
wrapped up its 2000-01 debate season

recently by earning the title of National
Champion (in both novice and varsity
divisions) at the intercollegiate National
Education Debate Association (NEDA)
National Tournament in Kankakee, Ill.
Three of the four teams in NEDA’s
semi-final round were from Cedarville.
The Cedarville teams of Amy Reno
(Indianapolis, Ind.) and Matt Kessler
(Nokomis, Ill.), Kristen Konzelman (Clarks
Summit, Pa.) and Michael Coffey (Napa,
Calif.), and Meg Jenista (Cedarville, Ohio)
and Rachel Williams (El Cajon, Calif.) took first, second, and third places,
respectively. In the novice division, the team of John Bolinger (Jackson, Mich.) and
Jennifer Case (Palmdale, Calif.) placed first in the national
round and ended the year with a 30-7 record.
In five of the seven season tournaments in which
Cedarville competed, at least one of Cedarville’s two-person
teams was in the final round. The first place speaker at four of
these tournaments was Team Captain Amy Reno (above).
Reno was named an All-American at the NEDA National
Tournament, recognizing her excellence in debate and her
contribution to the debate activity as a whole.
The team is coached by Deborah Haffey (right),
associate professor of communication arts.

Mattox Speaks at
Martin Luther King
Chapel Service
D
r. Warren Mattox, senior pastor of Community
Baptist Church of East Cleveland, Ohio, spoke at the
University’s Martin Luther King Day chapel service
on Jan. 15. Prior to his pastorate at Community,
Mattox (left) served as assistant professor of Bible at
Philadelphia College of the Bible and assistant
professor at Moody Bible Institute’s Graduate
School in Chicago. He recently assumed
responsibility as president of the Fundamental
Baptist Fellowship Association.

Engineering
Honor Society
Installed
C
edarville University’s engineering
honor society (above) was installed as

the Ohio Nu chapter of Tau Beta Pi on
March 3. Dr. Hardy Hegna, associate
professor of mechanical engineering,
commented, “It’s a special blessing to
see something we’ve worked towards for
eight years come to fruition. It came into
being on the strength of character and
involvement of our more than 250
engineering graduates.”
To have a chapter installed with Tau
Beta Pi, an institution must have all of its
engineering degrees accredited and must
graduate at least 40 engineers per year.
Cedarville’s Elmer W. Engstrom
Department of Engineering currently
offers ABET-accredited bachelor of
science degrees in both mechanical and
electrical engineeering. The University
awarded 58 engineering degrees in
2000.

king’singers Perform
T
he king’singers (below), one of the world’s most sought-after and acclaimed vocal
ensembles, performed at Cedarville University on Feb. 15. The ensemble of six

Englishmen performed a diverse repertoire of Renaissance madrigals, transcriptions of
orchestral classics, folk music in various languages, and popular songs.

The Tau Beta Pi Association seeks to
honor engineering students who exhibit
distinguished scholarship and exemplary
character as well as alumni who make
strong accomplishments in the field of
engineering. The association boasts
more than 430,000 initiated members.
In the photo above, Edward D’Avignon,
Tau Beta Pi Vice President, presents the
charter to Daniel Gulledge, president of
the Ohio Nu Chapter. Gulledge was
joined by Chapter Advisor Dr. Hardy
Hegna and Department Chair Dr. Larry
Zavodney.
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Future
Engineers Visit
Cedarville
H
igh school students (public, private,
and home-school) from the Dayton area
experienced engineering firsthand at
Cedarville University’s annual
Engineering Day Feb. 24.
The approximately 115 visitors in
attendance were able to choose from a
variety of activities, including
engineering demonstrations, interaction
with University students and faculty,
sessions on women in engineering, and
question and answer time with
Cedarville engineering graduates.
Students also toured Cedarville’s
outstanding engineering facilities.

Four Inducted into
Li’l Sibs Come
Athletic Hall of Fame
Fannual
our people joined the ranks of the Cedarville University Athletic Hall of Fame at the
to Campus
induction banquet on January 12. New inductees (shown above in this order)
were Stephanie Sherman Forrest for track and field performance, 1992-1995;
Ljoined
i’l Sibs Weekend, held February 2-3,
Fred Greetham for baseball achievements, 1976-1979; Dr. David Matson for his many
more than 500 children from
years of service as men’s basketball announcer; and Sports Information Director Mark
Womack for his accomplishments in golf and basketball, 1978-1982.

Harner Named
STC Fellow
SCedarville
andi Harner (left), professor of English at
University, has been named a Fellow of

the Society for Technical Communication (STC).
The title of Fellow is the highest rank that STC
can confer upon a member, and one which less
than one percent of STC members achieve.
Harner’s citation reads “For educating, nurturing,
and supporting students in creative ways; for
excellent training and development of programs;
for innovative promotion of the profession; and
for outstanding service to the Society.”
Harner, who has been a member of STC
since 1984, currently serves on the STC board of
directors as assistant to the president for
academic and research programs. In addition,
she acts as a summit representative for STC.
Harner was named an associate fellow of STC in 1996 and received the STC
Jay R. Gould Award for Excellence in Teaching Technical Communication in 1997.
She advises the Cedarville STC student chapter, which has received numerous
awards.
A graduate of Cedarville College and the University of Dayton, Harner developed
Cedarville’s professional writing program in 1985 and saw the program expand into a
technical and professional communication major in 1992. She has directed the
progam since its inception.
The STC is a 25,000-member organization of technical writers, editors,
illustrators, educators, and managers whose mission is to design the future of technical
communication. It is the largest professional organization in this field, with more than
25,000 members in 153 chapters worldwide.
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across the country to their Cedarville
siblings on campus. The guests
experienced residence hall life and
dining hall food and could choose from
activities such as a band concert, the
winter drama Lost in Yonkers, Yellow
Jacket Basketball, open gym, or bowling.
Special highlights of the weekend
included the premiere showing of a
computer-animated children’s video,
Tails from the Ark. Tails from the Ark is a
creation of EBI Video, a company led by
Cedarville alumni Jeff Lyle (president)
and Mike Davis (director of marketing).

Begg Speaks at Charter Day
Cedarville University’s annual Charter
Day (January 24) was ushered in by a

Announcing
Summer
Graduate
Courses for
Educators!

favorite campus guest speaker—Alistair
Begg, senior pastor of Parkside Church in
Chagrin Falls, Ohio. Begg (right) pointed
out that Charter Day is important
because Cedarville needs to be reminded
of its past. Like the Israelites who set up
memorials of stone to keep the Lord’s
work before the eyes of the next
generation, Christians need “moments
that matter,” according to Begg.

Enhance your professional
credentials by gaining
graduate credit and tools you
can take back to your
classroom.

Called to Mercy
W
e’ve all heard the call. It comes from God’s Word (Matthew 25:35-46), the
pulpit, and even TV ads ... feed the hungry, clothe the needy, aid the homeless.

Photo by D. McCoy

At Cedarville University, student organizations used Hunger and Homelessness
Awareness Week (February 4-10) as a special opportunity to heed this call for selfless
giving.
The Society of Women Engineers chose a canned food drive for the Salvation
Army in Springfield, Ohio, as their vehicle for mercy. Senior mechanical engineering
major Jenny Elliott (below) shared, “I think it was a positive experience that we hope
to continue in the future. We collected several boxes of canned goods and were
excited to see the generosity of both faculty and students.”
In the meantime, Mu Kappa, a fellowship organization serving international
students and children of missionaries, held a banquet of prayer for the world’s
homeless and hungry. Mu Kappa urged the University family to spend a designated
day fasting and praying. The organization distributed prayer booklets so that
participants could intercede intelligently for groups like street children in Brazil,
earthquake victims in India, and victims of AIDS in Africa.
Epsilon Alpha Pi (Social Work Club) held a coin drive for Good Works, Inc.,
a Christian-run homeless shelter in Athens, Ohio. Heather Albertson, a sophomore
social work major, noted, “Many of the needs Good Works has are too large for
college students to supply. ... A coin drive seemed the best way to collect money to
help with some of these projects in an affordable way.”
A wealth of additional outreaches took place. Alpha Delta Omega and Delta
Omega Epsilon, social service organizations, canvassed the residence halls and came
out with more than 30 bags of clothing for Dayton area needy. Alpha Chi, a men’s
service organization, spent a day working at the Dayton Gospel Mission. The campus
organization for
Christian health
professionals,
Chi Theta Pi,
sponsored the
American Red
Cross in Xenia,
Ohio, by
collecting
toiletries like soap
and toothpaste.
The week was
filled with
responses to
Christ’s call for
mercy, and
students indicated
that they hope to
maintain service
to the needy all
year long.

• Earn credits toward a
graduate degree. All courses
satisfy requirements for the
proposed master of
education degree. You can
complete your degree
requirements in three
summers (full-time) or two
summers and two academic
years (part-time).
• Learn from experienced
Christian professors who
bring years of teaching
experience to the
classroom.
• Grow by interacting with
other Christian educators in
your classes.
• Develop your computer and
research skills by using the
award-winning CedarNet
computer network.
Courses are offered in two
convenient modules to fit into
your summer schedule.
Courses may also be taken to gain
CEU credit.
Campus housing and scholarships
are available! Contact admissions at
1-888-233-2784 or e-mail
gradprog@cedarville.edu
for more information.
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•Heart for God
•Mind for Truth
•Friends for Life
•Service for Eternity

www.cedarville.edu
251 N. Main St., Cedarville, Ohio 45314

an accredited Baptist university of arts, sciences, professional, and graduate programs
enrolls approximately 3,000 Christian students from around the world
offers more than 100 academic programs
sponsors more than 150 volunteer local and worldwide Christian ministries
promotes computer literacy and technological awareness through CedarNet,
the award-winning campus computer network
• located in southwestern Ohio on a beautiful 400-acre campus
• offers an exceptional education at a cost well below the national average
for private colleges and universities
• invites applications from committed Christian students with strong academic records
•
•
•
•
•

1-800-CEDARVILLE
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